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(Blavery,  Lincoln's  Attitude  Toward) 


T    INCOLN'S     attitude    toward     slavery 
and  his  disapproval  of  the  insurrection- 
ary tactics  of  John  Brown  were  revealed  in 

a  speech  made  in  December,  1859,  at  Leav- 
enworth, Kansas,  which  was  recently  dis- 
covered by  Professor  Earl  W.  Wiley,  of 
the  Ohio  State  University.  The  speech  as 
reported  in  the  Leavenworth  Ti//u'S  has 
not  been  incluiled  in  any  of  the  collections 
of  Lincoln's  addresses. 
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LINCOLN  IN  KANSAS 


The  State  of  Kansas  has  received  much  attention  during 
the  past  few  weeks  due  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  presi- 
dential nominees  hails  from  there.  Lincoln  Lore  during 
the  past  year  has  presented  such  subjects  as  Lincoln  in 
Michigan,  Lincoln  in  New  England,  Lincoln  in  Wisconsin, 
etc.,  and  it  seems  timely  just  now  to  consider  Lincoln  in 
Kansas. 

On  December  1,  1859,  Abraham  Lincoln  entered  the 
State  of  Kansas  for  the  first  time.  For  one  whole  week  he 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  people.  It  is  evident  that 
the  pioneer  spirit  was  still  coursing  in  his  blood,  as  it  had 
through  the  veins  of  his  ancestors.  Massachusetts,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  had  been  able  to  detain  the  westward  migration 
of  the  Lincoln  family  for  one  generation  only.  There  are 
those  who  believe  that  if  Abraham  Lincoln  had  lived  to 
return  to  private  life,  he  too  would  have  been  caught  up 
by  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  opportunity  which  kept  the 
Lincoln  family  on  the  very  frontier  of  western  civilization. 

Kansas  undoubtedly  would  have  been  the  next  state  to 
receive  the  Lincolns  if  the  family  migration  had  continued. 
This  conclusion  is  drawn  from  a  letter  which  Lincoln  wrote 
in  the  month  of  March  following  his  Kansas  visit.  An  at- 
torney, J.  W.  Somers,  had  asked  his  advice  about  locating 
in  the  West,  and  Lincoln  in  reply  to  his  inquiry  stated: 

"If  I  went  west,  I  think  I  would  go  to  Kansas, — to  Leav- 
enworth or  Atchison.  Both  of  them  are,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  fine  growing  places."  Lincoln  visited  both 
Leavenworth  and  Atchison  on  his  trip  in  December,  1859, 
and  apparently  was  greatly  impressed  with  these  western 
cities. 

Elwood 

The  town  of  Elwood,  Kansas,  just  across  the  river  from 
St.  Joe,  Missouri,  had  the  honor  of  first  receiving  Lincoln, 
due  to  the  efforts  of  D.  W.  Wilder,  an  editor  there.  No 
preliminary  arrangements  had  been  made  for  him  to  speak 
but  the  people  on  learning  of  his  presence  insisted  that  he 
be  heard.  A  crier  ringing  a  bell  was  sent  up  and  down  the 
streets  shouting:  "Abe  Lincoln  of  Illinois  will  speak  at  8 
o'clock  in  the  dining  room  of  the  Great  Western  Hotel. 
Everybody  invited." 

The  town  of  Elwood  "winked  out"  much  the  same  as 
Lincoln's  old  town  of  New  Salem  and  the  hotel  where  Lin- 
coln stayed  that  night  has  been  torn  down. 

Troy 

On  Friday,  December  2,  Lincoln  had  a  busy  day.  There 
was  not  a  railroad  in  the  entire  state  at  that  time  and 
Lincoln's  first  speaking  appointment  was  at  Troy,  thirty 
miles  away.  The  day  was  intensely  cold.  Lincoln  was 
driven  the  entire  distance  across  the  prairie  in  a  one-horse 
open  buggy  and  when  he  arrived  he  was  "blue  with  cold." 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  account  of  the  meeting 
at  Troy  by  an  eye  witness  who  says: 

"Not  more  than  forty  people  assembled  in  that  little 
bare-walled  courthouse.  There  was  none  of  the  magnetism 
of  a  multitude  to  inspire  the  long  angular,  ungainly  ora- 
tor, who  rose  up  behind  a  rough  table.  With  little  gesticu- 
lation— and  that  little  ungraceful — ^he  began,  not  to  de- 
claim, but  to  talk.  In  a  conversational  tone  he  began  to 
argue  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  territories  in  the  lan- 
guage of  an  average  Ohio  or  New  York  farmer.  I  thought, 
'if  the  Illinoisans  consider  this  a  great  man  their  ideas 
must  be  very  peculiar,'  But  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  I  was 
unconsciously  and  irresistibly  drawn  by  the  clearness  and 
closeness  of  his  argument.  Link  after  link  it  was  forged 
and  welded,  like  a  blacksmith's  chain.  The  address  lasted 
an  hour  and  three-quarters." 

Doniphan 
The  second  speech  of  the  day  was  at  Doniphan,  then  an 
important  town  in  Kansas.  The  place  of  meeting  was  Abel 
Lowe's  Hotel.    Little  information  is  available  about  this 


speech,  but  it  could  not  have  been  long  and  the  audience 
could  not  have  been  large.  One  authority  says  it  was  "a 
short  address  in  the  dining  room  of  the  hotel." 

A  tchison 

The  climax  speech  of  the  day,  and  possibly  the  most 
impressive  one  of  the  whole  itinerary,  was  delivered  that 
evening  at  Atchison.  A  brass  band  had  been  engaged  to 
parade  the  streets  to  drum  up  a  crowd.  Lincoln  stopped  at 
the  Massasoit  House  and  was  escorted  by  the  band  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

He  spoke  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes  to  as  large  a 
group  as  could  crowd  into  the  church.  It  was  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  John  Brown  was  executed  and  this 
contributed  much  to  the  atmosphere  of  the  occasion. 

A  man  who  heard  Lincoln  that  evening  stated  that  his 
address  was  "the  most  logical  and  vigorous  he  had  ever 
heard  from  a  Republican  orator."  One  of  the  most  dramatic 
incidents  in  the  speech  was  Lincoln's  reference  to  John 
Brown  in  which  he  said  to  those  who  might  be  disloyal 
to  the  government:  "If  you  are  guilty  of  treason  we  will 
hang  you,  as  you  have  hanged  old  John  Brown  this  after- 
noon." It  is  accepted  generally  that  the  Atchison  speech 
was  the  first  draft  of  the  Cooper  Institute  address  soon 
to  follow. 

One  of  Lincoln's  auditors  that  night,  in  reminiscence 
years  afterward,  said:  "I  shall  never  forget  how  Lincoln 
looked,  standing  in  the  little  box  of  a  pulpit,  with  his 
strange  ungraceful  gesticulations,  as  he  leaned  over  seem- 
ing with  his  long  arms  almost  as  if  he  could  touch  his 
hearers  upon  the  back  benches." 

Leavenworth 

On  Saturday,  December  3,  Lincoln  moved  on  to  Leaven- 
worth. He  was  met  at  the  Fort  Leavenworth  Military 
Academy  by  a  large  group  of  people  and  escorted  to  the 
Mansion  House.  Here  he  received  a  word  of  welcome 
from  Col.  Vaughn  to  which  he  briefly  responded,  giving  a 
short  sketch  of  the  Republican  party  and  the  trials  of  free 
state  men  in  making  Kansas  the  home  of  liberty. 

The  important  address  at  Leavenv/orth  was  delivered  in 
Stockton  Hall  in  the  evening.  His  subject  for  this  speech 
was  Popular  Sovereignty,  and  he  discussed  the  principles 
of  Washington,  Madison,  and  Jefferson,  and  the  founders 
of  our  government. 

Sunday,  December  4,  was  free  for  social  contacts,  and  it 
is  likely  that  most  of  the  day  was  spent  with  a,  distant 
relative,  Mark  Delahay  of  Leavenworth,  who  was  largely 
responsible  for  Lincoln's  visit  to  Kansas. 

The  news  of  Lincoln's  Saturday  night  speech  had  trav- 
eled far  over  the  week  end  so  that  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  speak  again  on  Monday.  The  crowd  assembled  in  the 
town  was  so  great  that  no  hall  available  was  large  enough 
to  care  for  it,  and  the  people  assembled  in  the  street  oppo- 
site the  Planters'  Hotel.  Henry  Villard,  an  eastern  re- 
porter, wired  his  paper  that  night:  "It  was  the  largest 
mass  meeting  ever  assembled  on  Kansas  soil  and  the 
greatest  address  ever  heard  there." 

Lincoln  remained  for  the  election  held  on  the  following 
day  and  on  Wednesday  started  for  home. 

A  most  interesting  sequel  to  his  Kansas  visit  occurred 
on  February  22,  1861,  when  on  the  way  to  Washington  to 
be  inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States,  Lincoln 
stopped  at  Philadelphia  to  dedicate  a  flag  with  a  new 
star,  and  the  new  star  represented  Kansas.  Lincoln  said 
in  part: 

"I  am  invited  and  called  before  you  to  participate  in 
raising  above  Independence  Hall  the  flag  of  our  country 
with  an  additional  star  upon  it  .  .  .  When  the  flag  was 
originally  raised  here  it  had  but  thirteen  stars  .  .  .  Under 
the  blessing  of  God  each  additional  star  added  to  that  flag 
has  given  additional  prosperity  and  happiness  to  this  coun- 
try. The  new  star  placed  upon  the  flag  shall  be  permitted 
to  remain  there  to  our  permanent  prosperity  for  years 
to  come." 


The  Topeka  Daily  Capital,  Sunday,  Feb.  10, 1957 

Lincoln  Visited  Kansas 
To  'Rehearse'  a  Speech 


BIOGRAPHERS  ol  Abra- 
liain  Liiiculn  have  paid 
^surpi'isingly  scant  aUeiUion  lo 
Abraham  Lincoln's  visit  In 
Kansas  in  1S59. 

The  G  r  e  a  I.  EinaiicipaLor 
spoke  in  at  Icasi  five  Kansas 
towns  tliat  y  e  a.  r— .Vh-hison, 
Lcavcnwoi  til.  Elwoinl,  Trciy 
and  Doniphan. 

.Vl/l'llOll(iH       lllKKi;       al- 

ways  lias  been  .soinc  disapjce- 
nient  on  tlie  part  of  historians 
as  Lo  the  e.xact  dates  he  spolve 
.at  lliese  tivc  Kansas  points, 
Ihe.  biographers  are  in  accord 
tliat  his  Kansas  appearances 
served  as  reheai-sals  for  liis 
lanious  Cooper   Union   speech. 

As  early  as  October.  1S59,  he 
,had  received  the  invitation  to 
sjjeek  at  Cooper  Institute  in 
New  York  and  accepted  it.  He 
Imew  that  .his  chance  tor  the 
Republican  nomination  for  the 
presidency  could  be  advanced 
tramendously  —  or  ]  o  s  I — b-y 
Ihat  speech. 

He  wanted  lo  lest  the  reac- 
tion of  Kansas  audiences  lo 
Uie  speech.  Then  there  was  a 
sentimental  i-  e  a  5  o  n  too. 
"Bleeding  Kansas"  was  the  big' 
issue.  The  country  was 
worked  up  about  Kansas. 
*      *      * 


(p^rVicle   twtowv^WAej 


ATCHISON  RIAKKER  —  Tliis  mdrker,  erected  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  commemorates  the 
address  given  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Atchison  on  December 
:i,  1859.  The  marker  is  at  the  coiirtliouse  corner  ami  it  e.v- 
plains  that  Lincoln  spoke  "near  this  corner." 


KANSAS  CITY  STAR." 

KANSAS  CITY.  NOVEMBER  29.  105f)-SUNDAY 


Little  Publicity  for 

Lincoln  in  Kansas 


(Crmtlnued  From   Prerrrlitig  Page.) 

City  Star,  worked  for  Martin 
on  the  Ciiampion  for  many 
years,  including  the  years  of 
Martin's  terms  as  governoi- 
He  and  Martin  were  close 
friends.  Prentis  wrote  a  his- 
tory of  Kansas  as  a  textbook 
to  be  used  in  the  public 
.schools  about  1899.  But  tKis 
history  overlooked  the  visa  of 
i  Lincoln  to  Kansas.  Somebody 
.caught  the  omission  and  in 
another  edition  a  few  lines 
were  inserted  about  the  Lin- 
coln visit. 

A  noted  Kansan,  D.  W. 
Wilder,  was  one  of  two  men 
who  met  Lincoln  in  St.  Joseph. 
The  other  was  Mark  \V.  15ela- 
hay  of  Leavenworth  who  had 
a  distant  (by  marriage)  lola 
tionship  to  Lincoln.  During  the 
summer  of  1859  Wilder  had 
talked  to  Lincoln  in  Spring- 
field and  it  is  said  he  urged 
lancoln  to  come  to  Kan.sas. 
Wilder  was  a  newspaper  man 
who  was  to  spend  much  of  his 
life  In  newspaper  work  nr  in 
public  office.  He  conceived  the 
idea  of  producing  a  Kansas 
history  by  the  compilatinn  and 
publication  of  daily  events 
The  "Annals  of  Kansas"  down 
to  the  end  of  1885  resulted 
froni  this  project  of  Wilder. 
The  big  volume  is  indispcns 
able  to  the  writers  of  Kansas 
history.  But  in  his  Annals 
Wilder  gave  brief  mcnlion  lo 
the  visit  of  Lincoln  in  Kan 
sas.  One  item  said  that  Lin- 
coln arrived  in  Kansas  on  De- 
cember 1,   1859. 

Straightening  Out  the  Dales. 

LINCOLN  arrived  in  St.  Jo 
seph  by  train  on  an  after- 
noon. I.,ale  in  the  aflernoon 
he  crossed  the  Ml.ssoun  river 
to  Elwood  and  spoke  that 
night  in  the  Great  Western 
hotel,  the  best  and  biggest  in 
the  territory.  A  man  went 
around  (he  town  pounding  a 
gong  and  announcing  that 
Lincoln  would   speak. 

He  spent  the  night  at  the 
hotel  and  the  next  day  went 
by  horse  and  buggy  lo  Troy. 
He  spoke  in  Troy  in  the  after- 
noon, talking  nearly  two 
hours.  From  Troy  he  was 
driven  to  Doniphan  where  he 
spoke  to  a  small  audience  and 
spent  the  night.  The  next  day 


he  went  to  Atchison  where  a 
meeting  was  arranged  and  ad- 
vertised after  his  arrival.  That 
must  have  been  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  morning.  In  his 
speech  at  Atchison  that  night 
he  made  his  comment  on  the 
hanging  of  John  Brown  that 
day,  definitely  December  2. 

Consequently,  if  Lincoln's 
arrival  in  Kansas  was  as  Wild- 
er's  Annals  had  it  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  he  had  to  start  his  tour 
from  Elwood  on  the  morning 
of  December  2.  It  was  an 
impossibility,  of  course,  for 
him  to  drive  .32  miles  to  At- 
chison on  1859  Kansas  roads, 
with  a  stop  at  Troy  to  make  a 
speech  nearly  two  hours  long 
But  the  evidence  is  conclusive 
that  he  spoke  in  Doniphan 
the  jiiKht  of  that  day.  The 
evidence  also  is  conclusive 
that  he  reached  Atchison 
about  the  middle  of  the  morn- 
ing,   December   2. 

There  are  other  proofs  that 
the  Wilder  item  is  not  correct 
The  St.  Joseph  Gazette,  the 
morning  of  December  1,  said 
Lincoln  "passed  through  the 
city  yesterday  on  his  way  to 
Kansas."  Reports  published  in 
two  other  newspapers  of  the 
area,  the  Weekly  P'ree  Demo- 
crat of  SI  Joseph  and  the 
Kansas  Chief  of  While  Cloud, 
confirm  the  Gazette  statement 
as  to  dates. 

Simply  slated.  Lincoln  came 
into  Kansas  on  November  .10, 
made  a  speech  and  spent  the 
night  at  Klwood  and  started 
his  lour  the  morning  of  De- 
cember 1. 
With  Kansas  Dclegales  in  View . 


men.  But  it  is  a  notable  fact 
that  on  his  Kansas  visit  the 
Seward  men  gave  him  a  hearty 
welcome — all  except  Martin. 

Arriving  in  Leavenworth 
mid-aflernoon  of  December  3, 
Lincoln  made  a  short  talk  at 
a  reception  given  for  him  and 
spoke  in  Stockton  hall  that 
Saturday  night.  Numerous  re- 
quests for  him  to  speak  againl 
brought  him  again  to  Stockton 
hall  for  another  speech  Mon-| 
day.  Tuesday,  December  6,  he 
witnessed  the  fust  stale  elec-| 
tinn.  I 

The  next  day  Lincoln  left  to! 
return  lo  Springfield  by  way! 
of  St.  Joseph.  Some  of  thosei 
who  have  written  of  Lincoln's! 
trip  say  he  went  to  SI.  Joseph! 
by  way  of  steamboat.  Butj 
since  there  was  ice  six  inches' 
tliick  on  the  Mis.soiui  riveri 
at  Leavenwnrlh,  steamboats 
were  not  running.  The  trip  to 
Si.  Joseph  was  made  by  horse- 
draun  \chicle,  buggy  or  car- 
nage. 

His  Kansas  Speeches  on 
Slavery. 

IN  the  Kansas  speeches  Lin- 
coln dealt  with  the  slav- 
ery question  with  the  skill, 
forcefulncss  and  clarity  that 
he  had  demonstrated  in  the 
debates  '.villi  SlopKcn  A. 
Douglas  in  Illinois  the  year 
before.  That  he  made  a  deep 
impression  on  his  hearers  is 
is  evident  from  I  he  meager 
records  tlial  li.ivo  been  kept. 
He  mainlained  that  slavery 
was  wrong,  but  that  the  na- 
tion would  have  to  decide 
sooner  or  later  \\helhcr  il 
was  right  or  wrong.  But  he 
sircs.scd    that    the   Jiciniblican 

(ill    this    I  heme    the    K 
pceciies      ot      1 
buill.  Thai  the  speeches  had  a 


0    tlie    Kallsa^l 
.incnlii      werd 


Lincoln,  the  polltican  and  ticmendous  impact  on  his' 
aspirant  for  the  Presidency,  hearers  was  generally  con- 
could  not  have  overlooked  the  ceded,  bul  the  fact  was  not 
fact  that  Kansas  was  to  send  shown  in  the  polilical  reac- 
half  a  dozen  delegates  lo  the  lions.  He  was  speaking  only 
national  convention.  That  hours  ahead  of  the  stale  clec- 
cnuld  have  been  an  additional  lion.  Whatever , effect  was  had 
factor  in  causing  him  to  de- was  confined  to'  the  smijil 
cide   to   come   to   Kansas.    He;;ueas    in    which    the   spcccliCi 


knew  before  he  came,  and  cer- 
tainly he  found  il  to  be  true, 
that  Kansas  Republican  lead- 
ers had  coinmilled  themselves 
to  Seward.  Wilder  in  his 
newspaper  had  declared  for 
Seward.  Men  at  .Mchison,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  Martin, 
were  for  Seward.  Leaven- 
worth, which  he  reached  on 
December  ,3,  had  many  Seward 


were  delivered.  So  far  as  Lin 
coin's  candidacy  itself  was 
concerned,  the  visii  was  not  a 
success.  The  six  delegates  of 
Kansas  lo  the  Republican  con- 
vention at  the  Wigwam  in  Chi- 
cago voled  f(u'  Seward  and 
never  did  vole  fur  Lincoln. 
One  of  the  six  delegates  was 
.lohn  A.  Mailin  of  .Mchison. 
Z        MM  to  Wall  Wit 
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